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OF TRUE (> f P 
Laid toan imperfect piece publiſhed © bo 
By Thomas Collier, which he calls an Anſwer 


to an Epiſtle written to the Churches of 
| the Anabaptiſts, &c. 


AReply herein is publiſhed in order . 

. to.the Exaltation of the ſpiritual -man, with - © 
' - his Ordinances and Adminiſtrations,above the man 

._ _...of ſin, with the weak andunprofitable Ordis, ... .-. _. 

ces that doth not wake the comers . _ _.., uf Cong,, *' 
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+ Behold ye deſpiſers and wonder and periſh, for I work, a work, it 
your dayes, a work which ye ſhall in no wiſe believe, though & 
man declare it unto you; AXs 13. 41. | | 

Therefore they ſay unto God, depart fromus, for we deſire not the 
knowledge of thy wayes, Job 21. 14. | 

They are of thoſe that rebell againſt the light, they know not the: 
wayes thereof, nor abide in the pathes thereof, Job 24+ 13. 
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=; 2+ 1 
I&2 C9 
He Reader may here obſerve, that the firſt entrakR jo this 
diſcourſe, was occaſioned by a primed Paper from Tiverton y 
wherein. the flate aud condition, of the Auabaptiſts Churches was 
repreſened, which came towy bond ; aud after I had read it over 
- and conſidered their condition to be far ſhort of what they projet, 
I was moved to write ax Epiſtle to them, and ſent it among them, for 
the better information of the boueſt hearted, and for the ſake of fuch 
as are not altogether ſettled upon the lees;, and as an anſwer to 
that Epiſtle, Thomay Collicr hath written a Pamphlet to vinde« 
cite their pratiiſe and preſent condition, ſnewing them many exant 
ples and inflances of the. Saints filnge in former-ages teuding to 
their incotragment in the vffate of fin and in 11; intimuti 
that notwithſtanding their great abominations therein ex oreſſec, 
they are,aud may be owned as the Church of God,zn perſuance where= 
of I was conftrained to ſend this reply, as a farther manifeſtation of 
the good will of him that would bave all ment to be ſaved, and come 
to the knowledge of the truth,with a ſeaſonable word written by J.C. 
added hereunto, which may go abroad among them to be read, re«' 
ceived,” and -confidered of by ſuch as have. not refuſed to Re- 


turn. 


The line of true Pregment, laid tan © 
imperfef piece publiſhed by Thom ag | 
Collier, which hecalls an Anſwer to 
an Epiſtle written to the ([hurches of 
the Anabaptiſts, gc. I 


Hen Iconfider the groſs darknes degeneration and 
Apoſtacy of ſome high pretenderz to Religion : 
A and how willtully ignorant they are become of 2» 
PLL the great miſt Godlinels þ not liking to Y 
retain God in their knowledge, nor to hearken 6 i Tim.3.16« 
to the reproofs of inftrution,which is the way of eternal life, 4 
I reme what the ſpirit hath cexpreſly ſpoken concerning __ 
ſuch 6 that inthe latter times fome ſhall depart from the faith 3 --'-© 1 0 
giving heed .to fedacing fpirits and DoArines of Divels ; c Rom. 1. 28;} 
ſpeaking lies in hypocrifie , haying their conſciences feared 
as with an hot Iron; making Shipwrack of the myſtery-of faith 
d which is hcld in a pure confctence, and which was once decli- ;- S 
vercd unto the Saints which purifiesthe heart and gives vi&ory d1 Tim, 4. 
over the world, and after a diligent ſearch ﬀand examination - 6. 
had, who it is thatare given up to ſtrong deluſions to believe 
lies, and who teacheth for doftrines the traditions of men-; e _ 
creeping into houſes; and leading about ſifly women Captive, « ; Tim 3, 9; © 
Laden with fin,and led away with divers Juſts, ever learning, A 
and never able to come tothe knowledge of the truth, nor ta —Yj 
perfeQion ; I find by evident teſtimony, that the people Gal E 
Anabapriſts are as chiefly concerned herein as many of thoſe T 4 
whom they themſelves have furmerly pretended to differ from 
and' declare againſt as Ante-Chriftian both in call, praftice, 
maintainance, doArine and worſhip , with. whom they. arc 
RECEI Az ' » © ©" joyned 
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(2) 
joyned and confederate to fight againſt the truth asit is in Je= 
- ſus, as by their pra&ice and the. writings of ſome of them is 

plainly and clearly made maniteſt ; for,with the light of Chriſt 
are they ſeen through their unrighteous covering and feigned 
FEph. 2.12. humility :and with the Spirir of truth are they tryed;their lan» 
guage bewrayes them f to! be ſtrangers to the Covenant of 
promiſe, yea ſuch as cannot indure ſound doQrinegnor receive 
; { © the things of the ſpirit of God, when in the tcar of God freely 
\\ tendcred and offered untocthem. 

And-foraſmuch as Thomas Collier a Teacher among them hath 
ſeveral times ingaged himſclt,with the beaſt and falſe Prophee 
to make war againſtthe Eamb and his followers by publiſh« 
ing his. own imaginations to render them odious to the 
.world, Suggeſting their way and worſhip of the true God, to 
be hereſy. anderrour,. as his forctathers jn all ages have done : 
and now onee more under pretence of Anſwering an Epiſtle of 
mine written in the fear of God, and fent to them in love, he 
hath manifeſted much folly,cnmity, ignorance, and wicked- 

 nefs by wreſting and perverting the words of truth and ſobers 
neſs thcrein contained, as he hath done,and doth g the Scrip= 
ture of truth to his own deſtruQion, that he may not be. exal- 
ted in his wickedneſs; and ſo proceed further to boaſt of what 
he hath,done herein or herctofore againtt. the truth and the 
faithful witneſſcs of ir. 

Lam conſtrained for the vindication of the truth in general, 
whereof Iama witneſs, and for which I ſuffer, a little farther 
to ſearch into his works of darkneſs, that his covering may 
be ſtript off, and his reſuge of lies ſwept away, that he may 
ſtand naked and bare in the preſence b of the ancient of dayes 
before whom the matter in controverſe is to be debated.; and 

as for what wrote in that Epiſtle, and do write on this ac- 
count, it is commended to that of God in the conſcience of 
all ſuch as are fiwple hearted and ſober minded to be read and 
received without prejudice, either .againſt the truth which. is 
reproached by the world, or againſt the carthen veſſel which is 
herein imployed as an inſtrument ; and who hath without pre- 
judice againſt any particular perſon ( though occaſipn was gi 
yen. to mention him |) made theſe things pubJique in perſu- 
a, ance - 


) Dan, 79+ 
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6) , 
ance of a pamphlet lately publiſhed by T. C. called an anſwer 
to an Epiſtle written by me, to the Churches of the Anabap- 
tiſts ſo called. 

When his pretended anſwer was brought tolight,and deli. 
beratcly ſearcht through,and weighed in an «qual ballanceythe " 
ſcope of his diſcourſe and weightot his arguments was firſt to 
prove that they might be the Church of God, notwithſtanding 
their great abominations and wickedneſs confeſſed in their E- 

iſtle from Tzvertozx, with ſeveral inſtances and agravations of 
the failings of thoſe in former ages whom the Lord ſent his 
truce Prophets.and Miniſters to declare againlt, and to call to 
repentancezand hereby he wou'd imply that the Churches of 
God in former ages have been {inful and wicked like them- 
ſelves; who profeſs and would be accounted the Church. of 
Chriſt in theſe dayes though imperteR ; 

Secondly, Againſt the being of the ſeed of God and 
light of Chriſt An. CEE againſt the Saints attaining 
to.perfe&ion and freedom from fin. whilft in this mortal eftate 
which is the very. end for which Chrilt Jeſus gave gifts unto 
his Miniſters, ordaining ſometo be Prophets, ſome Apoſtles, 
ſome Paſtors, and ſome Teachers, for the perfe&ing of the 
Saints, for the work of the Miniſtery, for.the edifying of the 
ſpiritual body till we all come inthe unity of the taith unto a 
perte& man in Chriſt Jeſus, in whom the whole building ſic- 
ly framed together groweth to an holy temple in the Lord,and 
the Apoſtle ſaith, know you not that your bodies are the. tems : ] 


ples of the-holy Ghoſt, i and If any man deble the temple of . 
God, him will God deſtroy, k and the Church is in God the 7 1 COr-i3+ 176 
Father and in the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, where nothing that is un- «= The F 2 
clean can enter, and the tabernacle of God is with men, as he \ 
hath ſaid: Vie walk in them and dwell in them, though T C. 

have affirmed that God ever had yet = Church in the world 

free from: ſin, and ſo hath laid fin to the charge ot Gods Ele, 
for] he that commits fin is of the Devil and a ſervant of. ſin, Y 
and ſo free from- rightcouſneſs,. and this is the cauſe he hath t John, 3-8 * 
undei taken to plead. | 
. Inthe front or cnrerance into his paper, ,he hath cited this ** 
Scripture,to the .Law, and to the teſtimony, if any ſpeaknot ace © 
= A Co cording 


har _ 
cording to this rule, it is becauſe there is no light in them, 
Now inregard he hath put in his declaration , and goes about - 
to plead a title or propricty, that the man of ſin hath and 
muſt have in the Church of Chriſt whilſt here on earth, and 
hath here cited the Law and Teſtimony (which I own) fora 
rule totry by ; Iam conſtrained as Defendant, to join ifſuc 
and plead with him, according tothe Law of Truth, in the 
preſence of our Jadge and Law-giver , whoſe judgement is 
true, and whoſe teſtimony is ſure. 

Bur firſt it is to be confidered, what the Law and what the 
Teſtimony is, and where rhey are according to the Scriptures 
Thy law is light, Prov. 6, The law is ſpiritual, Rom-7. 14. The 
law gives the knowledge of fin, Rom-3.20. And behold the daye; - 
come, ſaith the Lord, Jer. 31. that I will make a new Covenant 
with the houſe of Iſrael, and with the houſe of Fudah, not accor« 
ding to the Covenant that 1 made with their fathers ; which Cove. 
nant they break,, but this ſhall be the Covenant that I will make 
with them after thoſe dayes : I will put my law in their inward 
parts, and write it 31 their hearts; And again, Heb. 10. I will 
put my laws in their hearts, and in their minds will I write them, 
and their fins and iniquities will T remember no more ; and this is 
the Covenant that makes the comers thereunto perfeR,and the 
Law which makes free from the law of fin and death ; and 
he that believeth hath this witne(s in himſelf, and fo hath ſet 


+ m Jokn.9-39» 


to his (cal that God is rrue, and the teſtimony of Jeſus is the 
fpiric of prophefie ; and this is that ſfureword fpoken of 2 Per; 
1-19. And we have alſo a more ſure word of propheſie where- 
unto ye do well that ye take heed as unto a \ight that ſhineth 
in @ dark place, until the day dawn, and the day tar ariſe in 
your bearts; (mark )In your hearts : the Law in the heart, 
tae lighr in the heart , the teſtimony of Jeſus, the ſure word 
of prophefie in the heart, the wordof faich nigh in the heart. 
And now eo come to the matter, he ſaith, pag.2. Chriſt was ſent 
to ſave his people, and not to ſave onely the oppreſſed ſeed or light 
withia; to which I ſay, he was ſent to ſet the opprefled tree, 
and to ſave his people from their (ins, and to open the eyes of 


| aMar. 18. x1, theblind, »: that thoſe thatſaw not might ſce, #and the fon 


of man was ſent to feek and to ſave that which was loſt, _ 
the 


(s) 
Sodeme, yea, like unto Gomorrah, and this ſeed is within : 
and we know that the whole Creation travelleth together in 
ain untll now, and not onely they but our ſelves alſo that 
= the firſt fruits of the ſpirit, even we our felves have 
groaned within our ſelves, for the redemption of the body 
which God hath prepared to do his will , who giveth unto 
every ſeed its own body, and he that is begoteen of, the im» 
mortal ſeed, and born again of water and of the ſpirit, is 
faved from his ſin, and he finneth not, neither can he, be- 
cauſe the ſeed of God remainethin him, and he cannot fin 
becauſe he is born of God, 1 Fob. 3. Mark, he cannot fin, 
becauſe he is born of God, and becaule the ſeed remaineth 
18 him. | 
But T.C. ſaith pages 2, 3 It is language beſides the Goſpel of 
truth, that Chrift came to ſave the oppreſſed ſeed within ; and 
farther, that he dare ſay, it is ſuch a Jalvation as never came #n- 
to the beart of God, nor was ever known to Prophets, Apoſtles, er 
Ebrift himſelf to ſave the oppreſſed ſeed of God in men, with which 
his Covenant is made. Here he hath contradicted the Scriptures 
of truth above-mentioned, with many others that might be 
inftanced ; likewiſe he hath contradifted himſelf, for he 
with others of his brethren, dirc&s their Epiſtle from Tiver- 
to to ſuch as are called to'be Saints, through che nmmortal 
feed which dwelleth in them: now if it be language beſides 
the Goſpel of truth, to mention the oppreſſed ſeed within; 
why doth he make uſe of the expreſſion ? and it-it/be accor« 
ding to truth, why doth he ſuggeſt that thoſe who vſe ſuch 
expreſſions, are poor deluded people ? and becauſe I ſaid in 


the Lord of hoſts hath leftus a ſeed, el{e 0 we had been as , gom. 9. 


Þ 1 Cor, If, 


/ 


—_ 


the beginning of my Epiffle to them, I am conftrained with... 


compaſſion tothe opprefſed ſeed in you, which groans to be 
delivered from the bondage of corruprion, 8c. he ſeems to 


render it an offence by falſe conftructions, arifing from an 
evil affeQed mind, wreſting and perverting my words, and 
then calling it a mear cheat to pleaſe children and fools, as 
if-iewecre a language not fir'to be ſpoken of, or once named: 


feRion. ER 


among them that are 'grown1o ſtrong in the ſtate of impere- 


qRev.2.9, 


06 


Fedtion, And becauſe my Epiſtle was direfted to the Anabaps 


tiſts Churches ſo called, and then 1 denied them-to :þe the 
Church of Chriſt, and told them that their preſumption was 
ſcenthat called themſelves the Church of ,Chriſt and were 
not, as their blaſphemy was known that called themſelves 
qJ:ws and were not. He calls this contradiction and confu- 
lion, but the contulion is in himſelf, as may appear to the-im- 
paitial Reader of that Epiſtle. And this I ſay farther, that 
althouzh they be called, and calls themſelves the Church, yet 
were they never owned, nor by me called the Church of 


Chriſt; for as1 ſaid before, the Church of Chriſt is as a Lil- 


ly among thorns in relation to their condition, expreſſed and 
confeſſed under their hands in print; and it ſeems they have 
refuſed to return from their wickedneſs and great abomina- 
tions, if this man may be credited:in what he writes concere 
ning them, page 8. where he denies not, but they are guilty of 
thoſe (ins expreſſed and confeſſed in theirEpiftle fromTzvertos; 
but ſaich, He truſts they [hall be found ſo more, if this be to be wile, 
we ſhall yet be more vile. Now how: can they be more vilethen 


 . they have rendred themſelves in that one Epiſtle ? where they 


confeſs they have been drawing iniquity with cords of vani - 
ty, and f]iviſh tear hath ftopt their mouths, till the mouth of 
this iniquity hath almoſt devoured their poor -Churches, 8c, 
and that their aft:&ions to Chriſt are alienated, and that the 
world like a Canker hath eaten outtheir time, their ſtrength, 


their zeal, and that the'Kingdoms of the world' hath be- 


wiechedthem, ſo that they are become. cruel to ſervants and 
children, exa&ing all their labours, with many other offences 


' by them confeſſed, which may ſcem torender them vile and 


uncomely, both in the fight of God and men, and yet he is 


- ſoimpudent as to fay, if this be tobe wile, I truit we ſhall be 


more vile. Lethim that hath moderation judge it this be not 
to glory in their ſhame, yet they pretend atter allthis, Jo 
30g 


take ſome effc&ual courfe ( as they ſay). to purge away 
and ſinners out of the houſe of God, which if they do, not 


one of them will be left, butto them it ſeems unpoſſible to 


purge away ſinand fioners, if it be true, which is here affirmed 
by T.C.pag-7-they that ſay they are without fin in this mortal ates 
they 


A 


they are none of the Church of Chriſt: and aſter he hath revi- 

Iced againſt what I wrote, concerning the baptiſm that now» 
ſaverh, and the great ſalvation that is begun to be ſpoken of, 

he confeſſeth itto be a bleſſed truth, and then faith, zt is ſuch 2 

ſalvation as never entre1 into the heart of God. 

Should 1 but ſearch through his writings, and ſet it in or- 
der before him, contradi&ion and confuſion would appear 
eminently therein, but that is not my work nor intention ; 
neither ſhalll render unto him or any other evil for evil, and 
railing for railing , nor make him an offender for a word,nor 
contend and ſtrive about words, for 1 have not fo learned 
Chriſt ; and this I know, that there is a witneſs for God in 
many of them, that ſhall confeſs to the truth of what is b 
me written,and it (hall tandupon true record for ever, thoug 
at preſent he loves not holy things, nor cannot receive pearls, 
but turns again to tear andrend him that freely offers them, 
to ſuch as are coveting after the beſt things. But now we ſhall 
proceed to his doftrine in oppoſition to perte&tion, and the 
Saints freedom from fin, to which I am called, and conſtrain 
ed ro makedefence for the truths vindication, as the ſpirit 
gives utterance, and firſt to what he affirms pag. 5. Now ' to 
this T ſay firſt as concerning the Church or Churches of Chriſt, that 
God never had a Church in the world free from ſin, nor were there 
any durſt ſo to ſay, except the Phariſees and Hypocrites, the Dua- 
kers excepted. 

Oh, from whence is this man fallen ? an4 what is become 
of all thoſe defices and preſſing after perfe&ion that once ap- 
p-arcd in him?ſec his general Epiltle to the univerſal Church; 
doth he (and his followers) now think to be made perfe&in 
the fleſh, that have made ſo fair a ſhew of beginning in the 
ſpirir, and ſuch large pretences of holineſs as he hath done ? 
how hath he mingled himfclf among the diſhonourable veſſels 
of iron and clay, the very feer of the Image ? what damna- 
ble doQrine is this, that he holds forth in behalf of the Prince 
of darkneſs? Surely this will pleaſc the man of fin well, to 
let him be exalted above all thax is called God, to plead his 
cauſe and intereſt in the Church of Chrift, toexerciſe Lord- 
ſhip over Gods heritage, whilſt here on carth, for Sions lake 1 

3 hes B can 


canno langer hold in; for if we ſhould keep filence that are 
called to contend for the faith which purifies the heart, and 
hear the name of God and his do&rine blaſphemed, the 
ſtones out of the wall, and beam out of the timber would 
| cry out againſt this wickedneſs , to ſay that God never had a 
Et Church here on earth free trom fin. This renders the r body 
TEpn.1:22,23 of Chriſt not to be without fin ; but let T. C. know (what= 
«__ cvcr he atirm to the contrary) that the Lord hath reſerycd 
ſeven thouſand in England that hath not received the mark of 
the Bzaſt in. their force-heads, nor in their right bands, nor 
bowed to his Image, nor defiled themſelves with women, nor 
/ with the polkations of Idols; beftides, a cloud of witneſſes 
wherewith we are compaſicd about, that in their generation 
fulfilled the will of God, and walked before him with an 
uprightheart, as doth at large /appear: in the declaration of 
truch,' which .agrees.to the exhortation of Chriſt, and the 
gifts given, unto, men by Ghriſk,, who.ſaid, be ye perfe?, even 
asyour beavenly father isperfett, Mat.5. 48. who alſo aſcended up 
04 high/ed captivity captive, and gave gifts unto men, for the per- 
fedting of the Saints, for the work,of the Miniſtry, till we all come 
z. the unity of the faith, unto a perfett, man, unto the meaſure of 
the: tuture of the fulneſs of Chriſty Eph 4... Aud the Miniſter of 
Chriſt whoſe preachng was 16t. with excellency of ſpeech,nor with the 
enticing, words of mens wiſdom, but in the demonſtration of the ſpi- 
rit Pas of power ; he ſaith of himſelf, and his fellow O 
$ | bourers ſ we ſpeak, wiſdom: among them that are perfett, and - 
| 1 Cor. 2 their preaching was to the Churches of Chrift, whilft inthe 
3 world,though it is. here affirmed that God never had a Church 
in the world free from fin, nor none that ever durſt fo to ſay, 
except Phariſces and Hypocrites. 

_ And yet the Apoſtle ſaith. concerning himſelf and. the 
Church ; bow. ſhall we that are dead 80 fin live. any longer there- 
k  _ © in, for-fin {ball nat have dominion. aver: you, for ye are not. under 
x "2 the Law, but under Grace, being theu made free from ſin.ye became 

CTY the ſeruants of righteauſueſs, Rom. 6. t and ye are compleat in 

| + Col.2.10, him, whois thebeadof all principalities and powers, in whom y6 
F ate circumciſed - with. the circumcifion made wit hit hands, 
in putting, off the body of the ſuns of the. fleſh, by the circumciſion 

| 


, 
i 
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(9) 
of Chriſt 3 buried with bim in _— me , wherein alſo you were 
raiſed with bim through the fait of the operation of Go, who | 
hath raiſed him from the dead; and u Therefore we are buried u Rom. 6. & 
with him by Baptiſme into Death; that like as Chriſt was yaiſed 
from the Dead' by the glory of the Father , even ſo we alſo ſhould 
walke in newneſs of life: and as hee is, ſo are we in this pre- 
ſent world, 1 foh-4 and the Church of the Hebrews was come 
w tothe Spirits of Juſt men madeperfe&; and they who teſti- wHeb, 12:238 
fied 'theſe things, was not hypocrits as inthis mans account ; 
and now [lzave it to the ſpirituall mans jadgment;z whether 
ever God had a Church in this world-free from fin ; or any 
that durſt eonfeſs-it ; yea, or nay; and farther hee affirmes 
pag-7.that they that calls themſelves the Church of Chriſt, and ſay 
they are without fin in this mortall Eſtate , are none of the Church 
of Chriſt; for he bad never yet any ſuch Church, - 

To this I fey 000] dgment is falſeand denyed, and de. 
clarcd againſt by heghilren oflight, and witnefled againſt 
by the Scripture oftrath; for the Life of Chriſt hath been, and ; 
is made manifeſt in mortall fleſh z and -x we have this trea- « 2 Cor. 4.7, 
ſure in harth en veſſels ; and for this parpoſe was the ſon of : 
God made manifeſt to takke away ſm: y and every Spirit z * Joh-4:3\7 
that Confeſſ:th not that Jeſus Chriſt is come in the flcth is | 
not of God; and this is that Spirit of Anti-Chrift that now 
is in the world; but where Jeſus Chriſt is made manifeſt in 
the fleſh, hee is made manifeſt to Deſtroy the works of the 
Devill, to wit fin 3 and to condemn fin in the fleſh , that the 
Rightcouſneſs of the Law mightbe fulfilled Irs who walks 
not after the fleſh but after the Spirit ; being Created a- 
gain z in Chriſt J:ſ\as unto good works 2 in whom we , x 
have Redemption through his blood 3 who hath purged away « Col} x. 4." 
our ſins, bythe waſhing of Regeneration ; glory to his name 
for-ever 3 without boaſting we can ſpeak ir to the praife of 
his grace , who hath wrought all oor” works for us and 1z 
us : that b wee are of Godthough the whole world fieth'in 5 1 Joh s. 
wickedneſs ; and:that Chriſt have had and yet hath a Church 
without fin mthis mortall Eftatez for hee that finneth hath 
not feene God neither known/him 5 and we deny all ſuch 
to bethe Church of God, and of Chritt as livesin fin, and 
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hieads for fi , whilſt in this morta)l Eſtate who makes a pro- 


' Feſſion of the Scriptures and comes not to the Lite and 


power declared of by them. 

For the Scripture we own and the Covenant which makes 
the comers thereunto perfe&t, and the bringing in of a 
better hope we witnefle, and the Law which makes free c 
from the Law of fin and death ; and the unchangable ordi- 
nancesand Adminiſtrations to which we are ſubje&, doth 
not . pcriſh with the uſing ; and the Baptiſme by which wee 
are made members of the Church of Chriſt doth not Des» 
creaſe , but increaſe and ſave frcem {in - and all ſuch as 
are called Churches and yet remains in fin, in, the uncon- 
verted and Imperfe& Eſtate, offends in many things, and are 
ſeduced and deceived , being out of the truth , they are eni- 
mics to the Croſs of Chriſt in the ſtrite and envy againſt 
truth; and theſe are not the Church of Chriſt; neither do they 
know it, but arc ſtrangersto the ſaints Life, baving a like» 
neſs ofa thing, a forme of godlineſs, Butfnot the power, d a 
name to live and are dead; and with ſuch we have no union; 
knowing them by their voice'to be ſtrangers ; and therefore 
wee turne away from them ; and cannot but deale plainely 
and faithfully with them, though we bee reproched by 
them with thename of Quakers ,- and joyned with Phariſees 
and Hypocrites, becauſe we cannot conforme to the cuſtoms 
of the Heathen, and plead (as they do) for the Devills 
kingdom of fin and Imperfe&ion , that Anti-Chriſt may have 
quice poſſeſſion in the Church of Chriſt ſo long as, it re- 
maines here in the world. _ 

And becauſe we cannot own them as Minifters and Elders 
of the Church of Chrift that ſometimes murmurs avd com«+ 
plaincs of the tyrannicall goverment of the man of fin in 
them , but plcades for the continuance of fin in the Church 
whilſt in this mortall Eſtate; therefore hee concludes that we 
are not ſenfable of fin in our ſelves nor in others ,. as to warn 
them to mourn and ſeek the Lord forthem. 

Fo which 1ſay we all-like ſheep have gone a ſtray, and in 
fin we were conceived, and in iniquity. brought forth , and 
were by nature the children of wrath even as others, oY -t 
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leafed the father in the riches of bis grace and love, to reveal / 
is Son in us; to defiroy the works of the Divell, and to | 
condemen fin in the fleſh; and by his blood to cleanſe us from +4 
all fin , and we have known the terrours of the Lord , and his 
indignation againſt ſin , and have been made fſenfible of our 
condition, whilſt ſinreigned in our mortall Bodies ; and wee * / 
have mourned under it every familie apart , when by 
. the lighe of Chriſt it was made maniteſt, and by faith in bim 
many have obtained viQtory over the fin that did caſly beſer 
us and lead us captive; and how can we that are dead to 
{in live any longer ein 3 ſhall we continue in ſin ( and plead 
for ſo doing like you) that grace may abound , nay, God forbid 
that any ſuch thoughts ſhould enter into our hearts, to draw 
us back to the pollutions which. we have eſcaped , and with 
the dog to the vomet, and the ſow that, was waſhed, to her 
wallowing in the mire again; nay verily we are ſ{cnfible of 
that condition, and cannot but warn them that yet remains 
init, and exhort them to come forth of itz and we do pitty 
them, and pray for them that they may be delivered from the 
bondage of corruption, and out of the ſnares of the enemie ; 
and turned from the darkneſs to the light, that as obedienc 
children, they may cometo walk honeſtly as in the day in 
the lightof theLord ; and to this end do we Iabour and tra- 
vile, and freely adminiſter as we haye received ,commending 
our ſelves to that of God in every mans conſcience; again hee 
{aith,pag.s. let both heaven audearth tremble at ſuch rebellion and 
pride as ts is; Intimating that we Judge and Condemn all 
that dare not walk in ſuch a way of diſobedience, &c. 
Hear I appeal to all ſober minded people, that ever beard 
us ſpeak, or read our writings; whether cver we judged 
or condemned any that was otedient to the faith ; or when 
did we ever preſs any to diſobedience, or did in the leaſt 
countenanceit ; but have often declared that the wrath of God 
cometh upon the children of diſobedience; and ſurely it this 
man.had not a face harder then a flint, I believe ſhame would 
ſtrike him in the face, atthe reading again, in the cool of 
the day , what. hee hath forged againſt us- in the heat and 
bitterneſsof his Spirit; for all that have heard us will be re: dy 
with one conſent to ſay, that wepreſs moſt after WE 
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of any other profeſſion or people whatſoever, and we have 
ſare ground for ſo doing: knowing that the promiſe of the 
Lord and hisbleflingis rothe obedient : and that the terrors of 

5s, / the Lord, and his- wrath is againſt the e children of difobe. 
Col.3-6. | dience; and our teſtimony ſtands upon record againſt all ſuch 


as f rebells againſt thelighte, and againſt all who are proad, 
heady and high minded, D:ſobedient to parents, without natu- 
. rall affection, ſuch as are g bewitched and doth not obey the 
// truth asit is in Jzſus. | 
-— Andto ſay that wee walk in a way of diſobedience is ut- 
terly falſe: for our way is the good old way of holineſs. Jeſus 
| Chriſt who ſaith I am the light of the world, and þ he that 
© bJohn, 8.12. followeth me ſhall not abide in darkneſs, but ſhall have the 
| light of life, and his recordis trac, and we have believed it; 
Ba fots. x46 and againhe ſaith : I am the way, and no man cometh to the 
+0. father but by m33and of this way we bear teſtimony,and in this 
way we walk, and whoſoever faith they b:lieve in Chrift,and 
followes Chriſt,and doth not believe in the light,and walk in 
obedienceto the light, are deceived and led afide with the ere 
| rour of the wicked, and are in therebellion and diſobedience, 
; Kohn. 3.19. and ſach with the light are jadged and kcondemned, and by 
| as declared againſt in that citate of diſobedience ; yet we can« 
fot ceaſe to call chem to repentance,that if peradventure they 
may come to the knowledge of thetrath : but he ſaith pag. 11. 
that they endeavour to turn ſouls fromTbrift to the hight within them, 
teaching abſolute diſobedience and rebellion againft Chriſt in his 
word the Scriptures; and obedience to their own fancies ; and lying 
imaginations within them. | 
To whichl1 ſay; this is but his own falſe conftrution and 
vain imaginations mixt with Ignorance and enmity ; for the 
Scriptare is a witneſs with us of what we teach and of what 
£t - we bclieve; and endeavour toturn people unto, and he might 
IAR;. 26.18, 33 wellhave accuſed the Miniſters of Chriſt as us in this par« 
b ticular ; forthey were ſent / to turn people from the darkneſs 
to the light ; and in'fo doing, neither they nor we did nor 
doth endeavour to turn them to fancies z nor teach them re- 
bellion againlt Chrift in his word, this is but the poyſon of 
Alps that cometh from under his tongue ; and we can Fonts 
| ing 


-F Job.24.13 
| g Gal. 3+ I, 


/ 


being exerciſed with the reproaches of Mob, and the revile- 

ings of the Children of Ammon, with whom this man hath 

joyned himſelf ro fght againſt the truth 3 yet notwithſtanding 

for the truths defence and vindication, this may inform the 

ſimple hearted, that are not come to a right underſtanding of 

what we hold and teach, that we do not endeavour to turn 

ſouls toa light within them diſtin& from Chriſt ; but we Ja- 

bour to turn people to the true light of Chriſt iz them ; m2 for | 

God who commanded the light to ſhine our of darkueſs hath m 2 Cor. 4.6. * 

ſhined in our hearts; and this is the true Tight which we have 

ſeen and which we declare, and endeavour to turn people to, 

and this is the light which 7obx was ſent to bear witneſs of, 

that all men through bim might believe n the true light that lighteth , pp 1, 

every man that cometh into the world: and this is not a fancy nor -M 

an imagination, as is falſ{ly affirmed by T- C, who farther pro- 

cceds to call it a naturallight, andthe ruinsor remainders of 

that wbich was in the firſt Adam; and faith it is the great deſign 

of theſe men to ſet it up in oppoſition to rhe true light and life of 

Chriſt, &c, butthisalfo is his own blindneſs and ignorance, 

of what wee labour to ſet up that cauſeth the miſtake and 

falſe jadgement, for we labour to turn people to the true ſpiri- 

tual light of the ſecond Adam, whois the Lord from heaven 

heavenly ; that as they haye ſinned through one mans diſobe- 

dicnce, they may by the obedience of one be made free from 

ſin and death ; and to this end are we called and ſent forth in 

the name of the Lord, to call ſinners to repentance thatare in 

the loſt eſtate in the firſt Adam ; and to-turn people from the 

darkneſs to the true light, that they may come to worſhip the 

onely true God ( whom we worſhip ) in the ſpirit and in the 

truth, and-this isthe work of our Miniſtery ; having turned 

people from the darkneſs to the light, to ſtir up the pure mind 

in them by daily exhortations and provocationsto love and o- 

bedience tohim,who bathrequired truth in-the inward parts 

that holineſs may be « perfe&ed inthe fearof God; that their 

light ( which doth ſhine ) may ſhine clearer and clearer before 9 2Cor. 7. r. 

men, -that thereby the Lord may: be glorified, and the mouths 

of gain*ſayers ſtopped ; and herein have we union with the cl» 

_ © ders of whom the world was not worthy : who —— the 
| | ame 


ſame ſufferings, reproaches,and tryals of crucl mockings,bonds 
and impriſonments ( as wee do) for the teſtimony which they 
held, and by the ſame power are we kept through faith unto 
falvation ; ſo that we can reJoyce when men reviles and perſe« 
cutes us for Chriſts ſake and the Goſpel ; knowing that if our 
Goſpel be hid, it is hid to them that are oft; p whoſe minds the 
Godof this world hath blinded,and whoſe cars with the deaf Ad- 
der are ſtopped ; that although we ſpeak plainly according to 
the Scripture, and declare what we have heard and ſcen, yet 
it cannot be received by fuich as are given up to believe lies 3 
and truly thisman hath manifeſted as much enmity and igno« 
rance herein againſt us, as if he had ſold himſelf to work 
wickedneſs, and bent his tongue for lies ; he calls them hor- 
rid abuſes againſt Chriſt, Scripture and Saints, that I would 
havethe light within, to be believed in and lovedzand becauſe 
I call Chriſt the true ſeed, the true light, the Lord, the Law gi- 
ver, the more ſure ward of Propheſy, 8c. he makes it as ſome 
hajnous offence, and Jabours to make a ſeparation between 
Chriſt and his light in the confciences of men and women, 
| which upon good grounds we cxhort people to turn unto, be- 
| Luk. 2.375, Heve in, love andobey : for God hath given him for q z light 
_ A unto the Gentiles, a leader of bis people, and for ſalvation to all 
the ends of the earth, to open the eyes of the blind,aud to bring forth 
- the priſoners out of the priſon houſes z end this is vur meſſage ro 
« the world to declare r that God.is /ight, and in him is.no dark- 
neſs at all , and to turn people from the darkneſs 
. tothis /ight, that they may be brought out of the cſtate of 
degeneration and imperfe&ion where they have lain covered 
with groſs darkneſs, feeding themſclves with the hypocrites 
hope and empty ſhadowes as of a light wicthoutz a word with=- 
outzChrift without;zA Church without; baptiſm withont;bread 
and wine without ; ordinances and adminiftrations all withe 
out ; which makes not the commers thereunto perfett ; being car= 
nally obſerved according to traditions received from men : 
, A and thatwhich moſt agravates their miſery ; they are ſelf con= 
IE >. ceited, and will not hearken tothe reproofs of inftruftion,nor 
receive the chings of »the Spirit of God when freely tendered 
and offzred without money and without price. 
Os Oh 
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Oh that you did but know the defires and breathings that 


procceds from the ſpirit that ever /jves to make interceſſion unto. 


Ged for you; why will you ſpend your money for that which is no bread | 
and your labour for that which doth not fatiefyf how long will you 
make lies your refuge, znd teed upon alhes,and cover your ſclves 
with unrighteous coverings ? the flying Angel is gone forth 


with the everlaſting Goſpel ro preach to all nations, kinreds, 
tongues and languages,and thecall hath reached unto you that 
have been aſleep s in the duſt of the earth : Therefore harden ;nan 1213; 
not your hearts but incline your cares, and hearken dili- 
gently what the ſpirits (aith, and take heed of t negleAing +: Heb. 4- 
this great ſalvation , for this is the day of your viſitation ; and 
once more a word of exhortation to you as from theLord tore- , 5.1, ;þ. 
turn to# the light and believe in the light , and love the light, ,w Rev. 
&cw walke in it that you may bave fellowſhip with us, and 

that you may be received into the generall aſſembly , where 

the only trueGod is worſhipped in the ſpirit and truth x inthe « Pſa-29. 
beauty of holineſs : but he ſaith pag. 13. we know it is an eaſy 

thing to be received by them without any letters of recommendation , 

for if a man will but turn away from Chrift , and faith , and 
ſcriptures, and obedience, and turne to the light within, and ſay 

be is perfeft , and can ſay thee and thou, he may quickly be one of 

their Church , &c, | 

But truely he is deceived herein; for its not ſo caſy to be 

a member of our Church (which is the true Church ) as he 
ignorantly pretends 3 though the gates be not at all ſhut by 
day , yet there can in no wiſe enter any thing that defileth \ 
and is polluted} nor no prophane perſon , neither whatſoever 

worketh abomination: y for without are dogs, and drunkards, y Rev.2þ.15. 
and ſorcerers , and whoremongers , and ſwearers , and murderers, 

and idolaters , and whoſoever loveth and maketh a lye : and its © 
dcath to any beaſt , that comesnear the mountain of the Lords | 
houſe, which is eſtabliſhed in the top of all mountains : z and 7 tfay. 2 
exalred above the hills, where we worſhip God inthe ſpirit in the * 

true order and fellowſhip, where all may ſpeak a one by one , ; cor. 
as the ſpirit moves and gives utterance ; and if any of the 
adulterated generation fhould come among us from a far 

country, and .bring a letter of recommendation from ſome 

great man of the world , or _ an afſembly of profefling 


people 
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people 3 his ſpirit would ſoon be tryed whether he-were of 
| God or nat; for: we cannot þ bekeve nor receive every ſpirit 
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that may come with excellency of ſpeech, and the inticing words 
of mens wiſdom, and be cemmended by men , and pals tor a 

ood Chriſtian inthe worlds account ; for we know the voice 
of Chriſt c and ftrangers we cannot hearken to ; And as for ſich 
asturnes away from Chriſt , faith and obedience, they are 
more like to be received by, and to find acceptance among 
the Anabaptiſts { then among us) if they will bat take up their 
great ordinance as they call ic ( to wit ) water Baptiſm , 
the ſecond or third time, and make Confeſſion of their fins , 
that light ſpirit, that wretched worldly ſpirit, &c. They 
muſt be owned as brethren and fiſters , Chrifts excellent ones, 
although they be cruell to children and ſervants , mockers 


-of God, &c. See a large deſcription of the Eſtate of their 


Church in their Epiſtle fromTivertoz, and look abroad among 
a progetnges in the nation , if worſe fruits can be found then 
1s brought forth among them z buthow can we expe better 
till the vineyard be drefſed by hu{bandmen of the Lords cal- 
ling and ſending ; its manifeſt they ran and was not ſent; and 
therefore the people are not profited by them $_ and. truly 
its far caſter to be a member of ſuch an imperfe& Church as 
theirs, the way being ſo wide, then it is to be of ours; 
for the way is ſtraight that leads to it, d the Baptiſme being 
ſpiritual] by which they are received in, and the naturall man 
cannot receive the things of the ſpirit of God ; and the words thee 
and thor doth not make a member of the true Church; neither 
are they the principle of our Religion, for they may be uſed 
inthe deceipt, as well as the truth may be holden in unrigh- 
tcouſneſs , though they. be proper and pure language, and 
by 0s uſed and owned, yet let none think that our Religion 
depends only upon words, but that we are builded upon the 
ſure foundation of many generations for an habitation of God 
through the ſpirit e Chriſt Feſus himſelf being the chief corner fione: 
and many that pretends to Religion intheſe dayes , and pro- 
felles the ſcripture for a rule, arc fo far from coming to: be 
ofour Church , that a word of exhortation can hardly have 
entrance among them; neither canthe f{criptures language be 
born by 7.C, and his adherents ; for becauſe I ſaid the Law is 
| f changed, 
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f changed, and the Priefthood is changed , and the Covenant which 
nmiade not the commers thereunto perfett , for the weakneſſe and un- 
profitableneſs of it is done away , Ec. he ſaith, take theſe words 
as they are ſtated, and they ſpeak forth moſt horrible iniquity,though 
they be ſtated expreſly as they run in Scripture;and,faith he. the 
ordinances that we walke in are the new teſtament ordinances groun= 
ded upon the new teſtament Covenant; but truly its very unlike, 
ſecing their Covenant. and ordinances doth not wake the Con 
mers thereunto perfe&t, which thing he denyes both in Epiſtle 
and prafice, as is plainly manifeſt to the children of light ; 
And ſhould I but trace him through his Epiſtle from Tiverton ; 
and this imperfe&& piece written as a vindication of it; and 
their Churches impcrte& Eſtate; a ang) volume would but 
contain the particular circamſtances; but I ſhall refer the 
reader to that Epiſtle, and mine in perluance-of it, which 
was not written by me to the intent of ſtrite , or contention 
about words, but in the feare of the Lord , by way of cxhor- 
tation to repentance; after I had deliberatly read over and 
confidered the ſtate of their Church under their hands in 
print, andalthough I did write in love and tenderneſs , and 
in plainneſs of ſpeech, and in Engliſh; yet T:C. pretends to 
Interpret it, to make ir ſpeake another thing then is inten« 
ded; and when he hath ſet down his own falſe conftrutions 
and interpretations, he calls it our Logick ; and fo ſports 
himſelte in his own deceivings; and then faith he, I trui? 
that every tender and faithfull ſoul , that trembles at the word of 
the Lord . will tremble at the thoughts of the reception of ſuch 
divinity as this is ; which is nothing but a falſe :divination of 
his own heart, for thoſe that trembles at the word of the Lord, 
doth little approve of his divinitie z its more plealing among, 
and more delightful tro them that cannot indure found Do- 
Acine , and they can well agree with, and approve. of ſuck 
reachere 48 will countenance fin , and plead for the being and 
living in fin , whilf in this mortall Eſtate. 

But to preſs after holineſs, perte&ion. and obedience to 
the light of Chriſt /ithin, Oh this is a hard ſaying, the Iand 
cannot beare ſuch language away-with. ſuch:a fellow , its not 
fit hee ſhould 'breathe'initlie ayr or live upon the-carth; he'brings 
certain ſirange 'things-to our eares , this is & #ew ha) 
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tels usof a light within us , bur this is a naturall lighe (C ſay 


they ) this is not the light of Chriſt; for when Chriſt cometh, 
noman knoweth whence he is , but we Know of this light in 
us ; Ictus heare of ſomething that we know not, and tell not 
us of a light within us that reproves for fin , and convinces of 
{im ; and thus the day of ſmall things is diſpi{ed , and the 
reproofs of inſtruftion ſet at nought, and the firſt principle 
of pure Religion {lighted as roo meane and too low things 
for ſuch bigh ſpiritsto ſtoop toin theſe dayes. 

And becauſc out of a true ſence of their miſerable Eſtate 
and condition , exprefſed intheir Epiſtle , I (aid to the fim« 
plc hearted come 9ut from among them , and be ye ſeperated, leaſt 
you perith in their gainſaying, he ſaith, this is the great worke 
of all, Phariſees likg, to compaſs ſea and land to make one proſelyte ; 
now let the underſtanding and wile hearted judge, H I have 
offended herein, and whether it be not ſafe to come out from 
among them that are formall in holy dutics, and without the 
Few of Gods Majeſty , &c. as they are by their own Con- 

ION. 

Was itPhariſce. like when the trucProphet called to a people 
to come out from among themthat hved in fin, and not per- 
take withthem any longer therein , leaſt they alſoſhould per- 
take of their punniſhment ? and is it an off:nce now, to call 
the fimple hearted to come out from among them that lives 
infin, and pleads for the continuance of it > ſolong as they 
remaine in this world , and the Miniſter of Chriſt ſaith g-that 
thoſe who had the forme of godlineſs, and xot the power, was to 
be turned away from 3 for what concord hath Chriſt with Beliall , 
or what communion bath light with Darkneſſe, or what agreement 
bath the temple of God with Idols, for ye are the temple of the living 
God , as God hath ſaid, 1 will dwell inthem, and walk inthem ; 
wherefore come out from among them and be ſeperate , and touch 
#0 unclean-thing, and I willreceive you , and: ye ſhall be my ſons 
and daughters fant the Lord Almighty, 2 Cor. 6. and this was 
nor Phariſee like to make a proſylite , and , he ſaith, but why 
muſt they come out from amongſt us? to which I ſhall here anſwer 
in-plainc Engliſh, and/ſo ſave kim labour to interpret; ficſt,be- 
cauſe they have not profited by your Miniſtry, as you Confeſs 
you have Jabou red in vain, and thatwhich. hath hcen —_ 
Ort 
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forth hath been tolitelepurpoſe:Secondly,becaufe youkave hthe 
formie of godlineſs and not the power thereof, and doth impoſe ſuch 
ordinances upon them , as doth not make the commers thereunto 
perfet, Thirdly becauſe of your coldneſs-and deadneſs, that 
indifferency and Laodicean ſpirit that is fallen in upon you : 
Fourthly, beczuſe you have been drawing iniquity with cords 
of vanity, whilſt you have ſaid, Let the Counſel! of the Lord come 
that we may know itz ina word, becauſe your Church hath in 
remaining init, and you belicve it will never be otherwiſe 
whilſt you arc in this mortall Eſtate; ſo that your Miniſtry is 
not for the perfefting of the ſaints i the: ends for which Chriſt ; rph: 4; 
gaycGitces to his Miniſtersyz and again he faith , whether nt 
they come, doubtleſs to them a pure perfe@t people without ſin; 
| fay yea , unto a people k ſaved by theLord, ſaved from & Deur.33.29:) 
their fins , ſaved from the untoward generation, with a great 
and mighty ſalvation ; to: ſuch a people are they called to 
come, to the generalt afſembly, to the Church which is in | 
God; toa pure people,/ to the ſpirits of juſt men madeperteR, !Heb.12.23. . 
that they may be the Lords in the day #: when he makes up m Nat-3.7. ' 
his jewells; for now he is bringing in the defire of all nations, 
who ſaith to the fea, give up., and the light is'riſen out of ob« 
ſcurity and we have ſcene it, and now the Lord is gathering 
his ſeed from the eaſt , and from the weſt 3 # who ſaith to the n 1fay. 43; 
worth give up, and to the ſouth keep not back, bring my ſons from 
far , and my daughters from theends of the eaxth, bring torth the 
blind people that have eycs, and the deaf that Have eares, and: 
let the nations be afſembled, for now is ſalvation and firength 
come, and we cannot be {lent , but freely invite and exhoret 
the fimple hearted to come up with us to the houſe of the 
Lord. 
And therefore 1 ſay again, o Come let us walk in the light of the , Jſay,a 5, 
Lord, come with me from Lebanon ; in vain is ſalvation hoped for 
from the hills, or from the multitude of mountains; ariſe and come 
away , look, from the top of Amana, come from the Lions den, and 
from the mountains of Leopards, come up.out of Egypt and Ba« ©. 5 
bylon,enquire the way to Sion, ſeek, the Lord while be may be found, 
and call upon bim while he is near z come up: hither to worſhip 
God in the ſpiritand in the truth , and ſeek not the living 
among the dead, p The ſpirit and the bride ſaith: come, «65 Þ Revi 22.17» 
| 3, WHO « | 
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Whoſoever wall comey. let hi 
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m come to the waters freely, and drink 
Withogt money and without price. 

This ward is to you that are athirſt, and to you that are 
tender-hearted-in plainne(s to yourunderftandings (and not 
the voice of a-ſtrange women) therefore hearken diligently, 
and be not as the untamed Heifer, Cutting up and feeding ups 
onthe wind; come oftthe barren mountains,where you have 
been wandering/in the cloudy and dark day, and turn to the 
light of Chriſt Jeſus (in all your confciences) who hath 
ſent forth Paſtorsaccording to his own heart, to adminiſter 
freely, asthey have freely received, and to tarn pzople from 
the darkneſs tothe light :. Let not adeceived heart lead' you 
aſide, to heap up to your ſelves Teachers; :that cannor- profit, 


., and ſo negleCt this great ſalvation; ro that 'of God in all your 


conſciences I commend theſe things, tobe anſwered with o. 
bedience to him, that you may alſo come to have fellowſhip 
with us, ang truly our fellowſhip is with the Father and: the 


.Son, inthe light of life, which the Scripture is a witnefs of, 


and the truc Chriſt, q the hope of glory (in us)' we witneſs, 
and of him we bear teſtimony, and forthat faith r which was 
once delivered to-the Saints, which purifics the heart, do we 
earneſtly contend 3 and in humility we can ſay, that we have 
denyed ſelf in obedience to Chriſt, who is the refurre&ion 
and the life, andihe that is wiſe, l:t him tura in hicher, for 
he that is of God hearcth us, but they that are of the world 
heareth usnot, becauſe they have not heard nor known the 
Father and the Son, of whom we bear teſtimony, by whofe 
grace we arc layed. | 

Andnowif any among the Anabaptiits, or any other form 
whatſoever have but moderation, to read this with the fpirit 
and underſtanding, they may have true information, without 
an interpreter , wherefore they arecalled to arife, and come 
out. of the. ſtats of imperic&ion, and+ unto whom they- muſt” 
come, that they'may find reſt for their ſouls, and refreſhment: 
from Gods preſence, and let none be fo fooliſh as to think that 
this doftrine will ſeduce or: deceive them, for we have the- 
mind of Chriſt, and ſ wepreach wiſdom' among' them that 
areperfeQt, and :we: preſs after :perfeQtion ; wherefore 1 (oY 
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of God is with men ; as he hath ſaid, I will walk i them 
and dwell in them, and they are deceived and ſeduced that 
are gone from the light, and from t the anointing within them, 
to traditionsand obſervations without them,, and the moſt 
vile and wicked men and women this day in the world may 
paſs for members'of an imperict Church where the man 
of {tn fits exalted above all that is called God; and this is 
not the Church of Chriſt, but Satans Synagogue where his 
{eat is, and where fin remains. 

But T. C. ſaith, He that will wt be a Member of a Church 
tell be can find one without jin, is never likg to bb a member of any, 
&c. If ſo, to what end doth he and his fociety ſeparate them- 
{clves, as a people more holy then others? and to what end is 
all their Ordinances ard worſhips, prayers and preaching , if 
the comers thereunto be not profited thereby? and whether 
have they received thole gifts which Jeſus Chrift gave to his 
Miniſters, tor-the perfeQing of the Saints, yea or nay ? forl 
ſay, the moſt bruitifh people in the world, can and may caſily 
be of that fellowſhip in fin, ſelt-conceitednefs, iniquity and 
imperfe&ion, and for any to perſwade men to join themiclves 
with, -and to be members of a Church which is ſinful and 

imperfeCt, its no better then the dodrine of devils: yet he 
_ farther ſaith, He thar is ſo ſelf-conceited, as will not be a member of 
the Church here in her ſtate of imperfe&ion, is never like to be onte 
in her ſtateof glory 5 and this he writes to his dear friends, in 
his word to the Churches (fo called) tor their eſtabliſhing, 
that they may not be ſeduced. Now let all the. children of 
light take notice of the wilful ignorance, and groſs darknefs 
ot theſe people that have heaped up to themſelves fuch Teach. 
ers, .and what a Goſpel this man brings to their cars that 
owns himasa Miniſter truly if this be not the fin of Iſracls 
falſe Prophets, that puts no difference between the holy and 
the prophane, nor between theclean and the unclean, and likes 


wiſe the voice of the ſtrange woman, whoſe footſteps leads to 


the chambers of death , I know not where their fin'is to be 
found, nor where her voice ts to be heard ;- for this do@rine 
is generally holden by -the moſt covetous Hircling Pariſh» 

| teachers, 


[&as many as are perfe& be thus minded, for the Tabernaels 


t 1 Joh,2,26, 
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teachers, and perſecuting Pricfts in the Nation, and gladly 
received by all ſorts of profeſſions, and profane, lacivious, 
idle an1 looſe perſons, and by them pleaded for, that none 
can ever be ſreed trom fin, nor be made perie& whilſt the 
remain in this world; and this doA&rine ſounds joyfully in 
their cars, and the natural man can receive it, and the Church 
where this doftrine is preached and received, is ſo wide, that 
ic contains the far greater number of men and women in the 
world, and init is the wonderful and horrible thing commitc- 
ted , the Prophets that prophefic falſely, and the. Prieſts that 
teach for hirc, are owned as Miniflers in this Church, and 
all they thar wander after, and worſhip the beaſt and his I- 
mage, are members of this Church in, her ſtate of imperfe- 
Gtion ; and among theſe, hath this man (it ſeems) joyned 
| himſelf after ſuch a fair ſhew of ſpiritual attainments and 
* enjoyments; and here he perſwades his friends and brethren 
| to continue, as is manifeſt in his diſcourſe, where ſeveral ar« 
Humenes is recorded for their encouragement, that notwith- 
anding chey are ſinful and imperfe&, they are and may be 
owned as the Church of God, citing ſeveral Scriptures of 
the Saints failings in their warfare before the body of fin were 
deſtroyed, hereby to vindicate their imperfe& cate, deſcri- 
bed in their Epiſtle from Tiverton, and their abominations,in= 
iIquity, trangreſſ;on and fin therein diſcovered and confeſled, 
which he would now charg2 upon the people of God, both 
in agesPaſt, and atthis day. He ends his work with a few 
words to the people call:d Q11xers, as followeth, This T ſay 
unto you by the word of the Lord, that you are deluded, that you 
are deceivers, being deceived, you err in the faith, aud inſtead of 
trath, you follow cunning deviſed fabels, &c. 
For anſwer hereunto | ſay, Ict him that names the Name of 
the Lord depart from iniquity, for its a ſmall thing to us to 
be judged of men, but the Lord will not hold him guiltleſs 
that takes his name in vain, and he is againſt them that uſeth 
their tongues to ſay, thus and thus ſaith the Lord, when they 
L have not at any time heard his voice, nor ſeen his ſhape, who 
/ hath not his word abiding in them, and they are deluded and 
l deceivers, that tcacherh for doArines the traditions of men, 


who 


bout to encourage Tuch as Satan hath bewitched with the 
Kingdoms of the world, that notwithſtanding, they are and 
may be owned asthe Church of Chriſt, for the Devil was-a 
—_ tcom:the beginning, and abode not in the truth , and 
ey are deceived that believes his lyes, and they err in: the 
faith, that ſay none can be freed from fin whilſt in his mortal 
eſtate, whoſe faith is a thing without them, and doth not pu- 
rite their hearts,and this is the condicion of their own Church, 
which he would falſely charge upon us: Sec their, Epiſtle: 
from Tiverton, he farther falſely ſaith, That we talk of a per- 
fefionin the fallen ejtate inthe firſt Adam, and that too to make an 
end of the true perfettion brought in by Feſus Chriſt. | 
Towniich | {ay, tor my part, I never heard any of thoſe 
cople called Quakers talk of ſuch a thing, -though this man 
hath mentioned it among many more lies, and falſe accuſgti- 
ons againſt us in this imperfeR piece, which he hath-lefe - 
out proof, and which may be juſtly turned upon him, and: his 
_ fellow members, who are by him deceived, led afide, and de- 
ſtroyed for want of the knowledge of the true God and his 
righteouſneſs, who follows cunning deviſed fables, and their 
own vain imaginations, asof a Baptiſm with outward watec 
legally performed, and of breaking of bread as the Papitſts do, 
and of the coming of a Chriſt in the created clouds, as one of 
their Teachers affirmed in the hearing of many people; with 
many fooliſh and vain fancies which they hold and teach, that 
might be inftanced and proved, to render themtruly ſuch as 
ſaith in their hearts. « Who ſhall aſcend into heaven, that is to 
ſay, to fetch Chriſt down from above ? or who ſhall deſcend into the 
deep to fetch him from thence? or who ſhall go over the Sea to 
fetch the Word of God to us, that we may know itand do it. 
' And farther, to manifeſt their enmity and ignorance of the 
truth, as it is witnefſed by us, and of what we hold and teach, 
hath this man publiſhed ſeveral lying Pamphlets, charging us 
with ſuch things as they arc guilty of. themſelves, which ne- 
ver entred into our hearts, cither ro ho]d or teach, and+ hath 
added miny more lies and falſe accuſations againſt 'us, itn an 
imperfte&piecce, lately coming "4 my hands, -which 1 _ 
$47 ct 


who ſpeaks peace to them that lives in fin, and who pocs as 


# Rome 108 


2 
: 


| 


| WE . I ae. A's d . — agate EET ; wm 
, J Y Ty — OE SET \ th. Ba chiids ; O_ 
4 / = #54 P D , : - —Y , = . 
let ſand and wither as aft untimdy birth, onely I was con» 


' vers, and the deceived, and who it is that erres in the faith, 
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frained in purſuance of ft, to write theſe Jinesfor the infor « 
mation of the honeſt _— Tay ar hes err ſuch 
as are notcome to a periect on our principles, 
among whom this man difperſeth his papers, that hcreby they 
may be more fully informed, of what we hold and tcach for 
dodrins, and likewiſe that they may fee who arc the decei- 


for we witneſs thefoundation of repentance from dead works 
hid, and the faith which purifies the heart, w by which the 
Elder3 obtaineda good report, and the Law which makes tree 
from fin, of which the Scriptures bears ecſtimony, and the 
Covenant which makes thecomers thereunto perfe&t, and we 
own'that one-baptiſm which ſaves, of which the Scripture 
declares, and:Chrift-Jcfus to be our x wiſdom and righteouſ- 
neſs, ſan&ificationand redemprion, in whom we arc created 
agg unto'good works, which God bath before ordained 
that we ſhould walk in, that he may be glorified by his own 
workmanſhip 'in us,” who cometh-y to be glorited: in his 
Saints; and 'z we know what we worſhip, and the bour is come, 
thit they that worſhip God, "muſt worſhip him in the ſpirit , and 
in the truth. 

And therefore once more1 ſay unto you, take heed that no 
man'deceive you with lying vanitics, nor ſpoyle yourthrough 
Philoſophy and vain deceit, in a voluntary humilicy, in your 
will worſhips, and bodily cxerciſcs, negle&ing the ſpiritual 
body, and notholding the head, and now while you have 
time return tothe light, and while you have the light, believe 
in'the light, that you may come to tee] after God, and that 
your faith'may ſtand in his power,& it any among you be ſpi- 
ritially minded,let them acknowledge that the things I have 
written herein is true, and if -any be unſatished of the truth 
thereof, ler them fearch the Scriptures, and - there ſee whether 
the things 1 write unroyou, be not agreeable to the true Pro- 
phets, Chrift, and the Apoſtles doftrine, and let the ſayings 
that are rue and faithful, fink down in-your cars; to that of 
God in all your conſticnces, I preſent theſe things, in the 
fearof the Lord; therefore with meckneſs receive the —_ 
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preteen may prove all things,and hold faſt that which 
is good. | 
p Tvelchefier the 12 day of the 
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A Lamentation taker up for the Churchs of the Anaha 
Fiſts by John Collens with a call, and warning for 
them to come out of the (elf ſeparation,znto the foot- 


ſteps of the ſock, and to turn from the darkneſs to 
the true light. 


| Promrs og who call your ſelves Churches of Chriſt Jeſus, 
who have ſeparated your felyes not having che fpirit to 
lead,and ſeparate you from your uncleannes,and ſo are in the 
ſelf feparation,out of che powe of God, which power maketh 
man willing to deny himſelf and take upthe daily croſs which 
crucificth him to the world,and the world to him,where fin js 
nailed, andthe power of God received,to refift theDevil, which 
leads them captive at his will, who live in fin and tranſgreſfſion, 
which is the work of the D:vil, and all them that are led by 
him have not received the faith, which giverch vi&ory over 
him, nor have not believed the Goſpel, which is the power of 
God to ſalvation, nor received Chritt Jeſus, to ſave them from 
their fins which all they that do believe, do receive even paper 
to become the ſons of God, and joynt heirs with Chriſt. 

Friends, in the Name and fear of the Lord God Almighty, 
do 1 warn you, and in bowels of Tove and tenderneſs do in 
Chriſts ſtead beſeech you,that in the light ofChriſt Jeſus made 
maniteſt, which never changeth, but bears true tettimony for 
God,try and conſider, whether whilſt you /ive in ſin, you are not 
ſervants to fin, and doth the work, of the Devil : and the wages of 
fin is death, and he that ſoweth to the fleſh mui? of the fleſh reap 
corruption, aud be that ſoweth to the ſpirit, ſhall of the ft reap 
life everlaſting, you cannot ſerve two maſters, neither can you 
| ſerve God and Manmon, verily verily except you be born again you 
cannot iuberit the King dom of God, and he that is born of God cans 
not fin, for bis ſeedremaineth in him, be that ſinneth is of the Pe 
vil; now friends in the com and moderation confider, 
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whether you. know this birth brought forth in you which can» 
not commit fin, the ſeed immortal begotten ot God , which 
enters the Kingdom of God z and try your. ſelves how you 
ſtandIn the preſence of the Lord; in finglenefs of heare,, and 
deceive not your ſclves with words; for the goſpel is not in word 
but in power za profciſion of God and Chrift will not ſays you 
whilſt you deny the powerof God , by which fin i« crucificd, 
for whoſoever committeth ſin is under the Law : and he was made 
manifeſt to take away ourfins, truly a Jamentation is eaken up 
for you, how are you fallen, how are-your garments defiled ; how 
are you degenerated and fallen back tothe love of the world 
with its cuſtomes, faſhioned and traditions, with the Juſts and 
vanitics thereof, reaewing again thoſe idolatrics which for- 
merly you have deftroyed,. how is your Ieader and great Apos 
ſtle amongſt you, Thomas Collier, become an enemy of righte. 
ouſneſs reſiſting the holy Ghoſt : and. F.- rverting the right way of 
God, preaching up fin and imperfeCtion tor term of lifeggoing 
about wich all: the ſtrength he can muſter up to eſtabliſh the 
kingdom of the Devil in the Church of Chriſt, raking up the 
failings of the Saints recorded,to confirm the reign of the man 
of ſin forever, condemningrhe generation of the Juſt, bringing 
in new deftin&ions to make the body of Chriſt an imperte& 
fintul body,how.doth he blaſpheme God & his tabernacle,and 
them that dwell in Heaven,who ſhal lay any thing to the charge of 
Gods ele&},how doth he flander, reproach and talily  accuſcthe 
innocent and harmleſs Lambs of Chriſt Jeſus, yea the Lord is 
witneſs between him & u$,and we call Heauen and eartÞ'to wite 
neſs againſt him this day, that theſc things * aſſerted by him ag 
our principles never entered into our 'hearts, cur conſciences 
beariog us witneſs in the ſight of God, though he Jike a whore 
bath wiped his mouth at a looking glaſs,in which the children 
of light ſee much more of his detormity and wickedneſs; ha- 
ving perverted the words in- ſeveral books as he doth the 
Scriptures to bis own deſtrutiion, and out of his miſchievaug 
heart, hath wrefted thceir- honeſt intents , and. taken 'plecks* 
of ſentences and raiſed it up alic ( out of hig&wn wicked: * 
teart)upon them,and theyg&verturned his own work) bur that 
| —-< 1 I which 
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which'i« written in thofe books -remaineth untouched” by 
him, his own les being but wiped from them, as any who 
are without pr-Judice may eafily ſer, reading over the, things 
contained in thaſe books who will ſufficiently elear them- 
ſelves, but the Devil who was « lyer from the beginning, is now 
caft out of heaven into the earth, and he hath great wratb with the 
woman, and the remnant of ber ſeed. who keep the word of God and 
teſtimony of Feſus ; but the arm of the Lord is ſiretched out over us, 
and in his fear are we preſerved from the rage of our enemies, , yea 
a pillar of fire to giug us light goeth betore us, which is a cloud 
and darkneſsto our Egyptian like enemies that follow after us: 

Truly. my. ſoul pittics-you, and my bowels hath even yerned 
on you, for many dayes; oh that you had an ear that you 
could hear, and an heart that you could underſtand: you have 
played the harlot and are departed from God, and you have 
Joyned your ſelves to another beſides the Lord, you haverun 4 
whoreing after your own Inventions, and you have worſhipped the 
works = 1048 hands, and your Paſtours hath deceived you, for 
the Lord doth not ſmile upon you, but his jealouſy burneth a- 
gainſt you as a fire, yet return and he may have mercy, afid 
whilſt che Spirit of the Lord ſtrives, anſwer with obedience; 
for he hath {aid his ſpirit ſhall not alwayes ftrive with man, and 
while you have the light, believe in the light, and bring all 
your deeds-unto the light that they. may be proved and tryed, 
whether they be wrought in God. 

And gow friends inthe fear of the Lord deal honeftly with 
your own ſelves, and let us reaſon together, and in the light 
_ of Chriſt Jeſus weigh andtry all things, and ſee with the light 
( which will deal plainly with you ) whether-you are indeed 
ſuch as you profeſs your ſelves ; and whether the ordinances 
you ſo much talk of be indced the ordinances of Chriſt, or but 
ſhadowes, whether water baptiſm or gbe baptiſm- of the ſpirit 
be the baptiſm of Chriſt, fince there-is but one baptiſm, whether 
you have beard the voice of Chriſt or ſeen his ſhape at any time,that 
hath commanded yau in the particular to take'vp;thole ordi- 
nances,or a perſwaſjon in your own minds fromthe lztter when - 
as the letter killeth, or whether ſuch a thing as water be come 
manded in the letrer z0r your own Imaginations from the letter. 
D 3, Whether : 
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break be the body of Chriſt , or the 


Whether the bread 
cup you drink be his , fince it doth nor cleanſe you from 
fin ? whether the prayers you make be in the ſpirit, and you 
can ſay inthe preſence of the Lord , you lift up holy hands; 
have them chat teach among you the ſpirit of infalibility, and 
revelation of the mind of Chriſt ,or they ſpeak a devination 
of their own brain, and hath not received the word of the 
Lord from his mouth , but boaſt in anothers line, and what 
themſelves haveinyented , and whether this be the fpirie of 
God,or the ſpirit. of errour which is not of God ; and whether 
the Covenant , and ordinances which doth not make the 
commers ther:unto perfe&, be not that which is to bz dene 
away as weake and unprofitable? whether your faith and 
preaching be not alſo vain, foraſmuch as you believe you ſhafl 
never overcome fin while you live,and your faith doth not pae 
tific your hearts, and ſince that as a tree falleth ſo it lycth, and 
as death leaves you judgment finds you, andthar there is no 
repentance in the grave whether you muſt goe, and that 
nothing that is unclean, or that worketh abomination, or 
that maketh a lye ſhall everenter the City of our God. 

Therefore once more inthe name of the Lord I warn you , 
come out from among them, all ye thatare tender-hearted, and 
that deſires ſalvation to your ſoules come owt from among them, 
and be ye ſeperate,and touch no unclean thing. and I will receive you 
ſaith the Lord,for whoſoever cannot witneſſe Chrift Jeſus a Sa- 
viour from fm in the particular, ſhall nevcr witneſs him a Savi- 
our from condemnation,8& refuſe not to walk with a pure per- 
fe@ peoplegas7.C.faith we be,and follow us no farther then as 
we follow Chriſt,for we have the mind of Chriſt;therfore own 
thelight which convinc th you of fingfor as living witneſſes for 
the name of our God do weſtand, that the light which con» 
vinceth of fin is the true light that leadeth out of fin, all 
them that walks in the light, as he is in the light , they wit- 
neſs the blood of Chriſteo cleanſe from all fin, which joyns 
usto Chriſt as members of his-body, whereby we receiverhe 
ſpirit of the Father, tolead and guide us to do his will, which 
$s our fanAification, which ſpirit revealeth the Son, Chriſt 
ſus thelight, who worketh all our works in us, and 4 us, 
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with a price; fo arc we baptized by one fpirit into 
pany oP and madeconformable to his death, koh rais 
ſed us to life,glory be.to his name for cver:here is theChurch 
in God the Father, where the true Church, Ordinances and 
fcllo 
truth Cin which onely the father is wor )lived in 4 yea, 
artd we bear teſtimony according to the Scripeures, that there 
is no other name given under heaven. by which men can bg 


ſaved, but by Chriſt Jeſus, who is revealed inus, our hope of” - 
glory ; this is he thathath told us all thax ever we have done v 
is not this the very Chriſt, who was in the beginning with 


God, whoſe day Abraham ſaw, whom the profeſſing Jews 
(when made manifeſt) who had the Scriptures of the Pros» 
phets (who propheficd of him) read every Sabbath day, yet 
their voices they knew not, but crucified the Lord of Lite , 
and put him to open ſhame, as it is at this day ; Him bath 
God raiſed, and given him a name above every name, that at the 
name of Feſus every knee ſhould bew ; this is he whom we bear 
teſtimony to, Chriſt Jeſu the ſame yeſterday, to day and for ever; 


therefore take heed leaft ye be Þund fighters againſt God, and 
out the War. frm amongſt 


no longer believe lyes, but c 1 
you, for the lyar is of the Dzvil, and whilt you: join with 
him, you are one with 'him, and muſt partake of his plagues. 
Therefore hear and fear before the Lord, for the Lord will rain 
ſnares upon the wicked, and pour out ſhame and contempt upon his 
adverſaries; and go on ſpeedily with your promiſe which you 
have promiſed the Lord in your Epiſtle, That you will caſt out 
fin or ſinners out of the houſe of God, ſo may the Lord have a 
Church tree from {in upon the earth, for: he is com? whoſe 
right itis, and the Kingdom and the Government ſhall be 
his, who will rule the Heathen with a rod of iron, and break 
them in pieces like a Potters veſſel. And now have I caſed 
my ſpirit, and cleared my conſcience towards you, whether 
you will hear or forbear, and the Lord will be clear of you, 
when he cometh in ten thouſands of his Saints to execute the 


judgements written 3 this hour hath all the ſaints, 


whoſe work is perfeft, for we are no more our own, but 


whip is known, and the true worſhip in ſpiric and'in 
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of you by the name of, 
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